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ART-UNIT: 275 

PRIMARY- EXAMINER: Stamber; Eric W. 

ATTY- AGENT- FIRM: DeMont & Breyer, L.L.C. Breyer; Wayne S. DeMont; Jason Paul 



A system and method for providing on-line third party accounting and statistical 
information is disclosed. A third party accounting service receives a download 
request signal ultimately intended for an advertiser Web site. The download request 
signal is generated when a user clicks on a banner displayed on a Web page of a 
frequently-visited Web site. The banner is published by the frequently- visited Web 
site for the benefit of the advertiser. The third party receives the download 
request since, rather than pointing to the advertiser Web site, the banner is 
configured to point to the third party Web site. The third party Web site maintains 
a count of all received download request signals generated by clicking on the 
banner. Since an advertiser banner may be displayed at more than one 
frequently-visited Web site, the third party Web site further maintains a log 
containing the address of the frequently-visited Web site that displayed the banner 
that generated the click, as well as other information provided by tile user Web 
browser. The third party sends a redirect signal to the user Web browser causing it 
to send a download request to the advertiser Web site. The advertiser Web site then 
downloads the information originally sought by the user to his Web browser. The 
third party accumulates and tabulates statistical information including the number 
of clicks on the advertiser banner, and data indicative of the effectiveness of the 
banner-publisher frequently- visited Web site as an advertising medium. Such 
information is provided to the advertiser and/or the banner publisher. 
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Architecture", ACM/SIGIR Proceedings of the 14th International Conference on 
Research & Development in Information Retrieval, pp. 192-201, 1991. 
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Document Retrieval", ACM/SIGIR Proceedings of the 14th International Conference on 
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Korfhage, R.R., "To See, or Not to See--Is That the Query?", ACM/SIGIR Proceedings 
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PRIMARY- EXAMINER: Black; Thomas G. 
ASSISTANT-EXAMINER: Min; Donald 
ATT Y- AGENT -FIRM: Fenwick & West LLP 



A system, method, and various software products provide improved information 
retrieval performance from multiple document databases by retrieving from the 
multiple document databases in response to a user query, a set of documents that 
globally satisfy the query, even though each database maintains independent document 
indices, term frequency information, and scoring functions. The global search result 
approximates, to any desired degree of error, the search results that would have 
been obtained had the multiple document databases been globally indexed. This is 
done by sharing at the time the query is executed, a small subset of information 
about the local relative significance of terms related to the user's query, and from 
this information, determining a global relative significance of such terms. From the 
global relative significance, the individual document databases determine their 
query results, which are then merged into a global set of documents satisfying the 
query. The shared local relative significance information may be the inverse 
document frequency of each of a number of terms related to the query, or it may be 
the total frequency of each of such terms. The global relative significance may 
correspondingly be a global inverse document frequency, or a global term frequency 
from which the global inverse document frequency is calculated. 
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PRIMARY-EXAMINER: Lintz; Paul R. 

ASSISTANT -EXAMINER: Havan; Thu-Thao 

ATTY- AGENT -FIRM: Wolf, Greenfield & Sacks, P.C. 



ABSTRACT : 

A computer system for performing searches on a collection of information includes a 
mechanism through which results from a search query are ranked according to user 
specified relevance factors to allow the user to control how the search results are 
presented. The relevance factors are applied to the results achieved for each query. 
That is, each item returned by the search has a set of attributes. Each of these 
attributes is assigned a weight according to the specified relevance factors. These 
weights are combined to provide a score for the item. Search results are provided to 
SI user, ordered according to scores. The application of the relevance factors does 
not alter the query performed on the collection of information. 
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ATTY- AGENT -FIRM: Ahmed; Adel A. 



ABSTRACT : 

A computer- implemented method for facilitating World Wide Web Searches and like 
database searches by combining search result documents, as provided by separate 
search engines in response to a query, into one single integrated list so as to 
produce a single document with a ranked list of pages, by forming a set of selected 
queries, the queries including respective terms, for which selected queries 
relevance data from past data is known, herein referred to as training queries, in a 
vector space comprising all training queries, the relevance data comprising 
judgments by a user as to whether a page is appropriate for a query which retrieved 
it. Further steps in the method are identifying a set of k most similar training 
queries to current query q, computing an average relevant document distribution of 
the k queries within the training queries' search results for each of the search 
engines, using the computed relevant document distributions, finding an optimal 
number of pages to select from the result set of each search engine when N total 
pages are to be retrieved, and creating a final retrieved set by forming the union 
of the top . lambda .. sub . s pages from each search engine. 
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